Evaluating Websites
 (
.com
commercial entity
.edu
educational institution
.gov
government agency or department
.mil 
military organization
.net
network resources
.org
non-profit organization
.firm
business
) (
.firm
business
.store
online stores
.web
web-related organizations
.rec
organizations emphasizing recreational activities
.info
organizations that provide information
.nom
individuals who want to be identified as such
)Extension domains give information about the authority and perhaps even the bias of sources. For example, websites with a .com domain are is a list of top domains used:







Name:_______________________________		Topic_______________________________


Authority: While it may be difficult to determine, it is essential to take whatever step you can to find out the qualifications of the site, whether it is an individual or an institution. Some things to look for are
· Does the author provide a name?
· What are the author’s credentials?
· Is the author affiliated with an institution?
· Does the author supply contact information?
· Does the author supply biographical information?
If these are missing, BEWARE!
Accuracy:
· Is the information reliable? In other words, can it be verified by other sources?
· Is the information free from grammatical errors? (Professionals care about their writing!)
· Is a bibliography included to verify the information?
· Is it clear who is responsible for the accuracy of the material?
· Are there links to other reliable sources?
· Are the sources for statistical materials clearly stated?
Objectivity:
· Is the author biased?
· Is the author trying to change your mind or just presenting facts?
· Are any graphics used to sway the user’s opinion?
Currency
· Is the date of publication and/or latest revision posted?
· Is the page current or does it feature outdated information?
· Do the links work?
Works cited entry (formatted to MLA guidelines):



A complete printout of your online source needs to be turned in to verify the information and this handout must be attached if you plan to use it for your paper.
Checklist
Author
	1. Name_______________________________________________________________________
	2. Credentials___________________________________________________________________
	3. Affiliation____________________________________________________________________
	4. Contact Information____________________________________________________________
	5. Biography____________________________________________________________________
Document Information
	1. Credits Information (when appropriate)____________________________________________
	2. Publishing date(s)______________________________________________________________
	3. Error Free____________________________________________________________________
	4. Working Links________________________________________________________________
	5. Bibliography_________________________________________________________________
You must locate at least five of the ten bulleted items above to be able to use your source: authorship (individual or organization) and a publishing date are required.
Please justify why you believe this site meets the guidelines explained above:
___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
