Notes for Berlin Wall paper
Source: The Berlin Wall by Norman Gelb

· Wall built  August 12, 1961

· GDR=German Democratic Republic

· Built to stop the flow of refugees

· Erich Honecker = Communist Leader, entrusted with task of superintending the construction of the Berlin Wall. He has witnessed the Tiananmen Square the past June; was willing to use force as well. 

· East Berlin Politburo—part of the governing force in Berlin 
· Honecker’s Chinese Solution was canceled by Egon Krenz—Honecker resigned from Communist Party as a result

· Carnival mood when announced that people could travel freely through checkpoints at the Wall

· East German money was worth very little in West Germany W/ Germany arranged for each E. German to receive 100 west marks to shop. Bananas and small toys were favorites

· Most returned home afterward—East Germany was their home—they only wanted a different life, not a different home
· The cold war began with Berlin: Kennedy and Khrushchev were involved

· Called the Wall of Shame or Wall of Peace depending on perspective

· Reinforced concrete, 10-13 feet high, 103 miles straightened

· Vopos (Volkspolizisten==People’s Police

· East Germany outlawed handgliding

· Radio America RIAS

· Western newspaper journal prohibited; instead communist press, radio and TV fed anto West Germany info

· Republikflucht=fleeing the Republic was a crime

· U Bahn = subway

· S Bahn = elevated train

· Vopos = German police

· Communist street placards “Build the Socialist Father land; for peace and progress”

· Calm, aimless atmosphere existed in East Berlin. No hustle, no urgency
· 1-2 room apartments with kitchen alcove and toilet; had public bathhouses

· Coffee was expensive—4X as much as West Berlin

Source 2: www.newseum.org
· West Germans hold babies above the wall to show relatives

· Scenes and slogans covered west side

· Political rallies and concerts held in front of the Wall

· Radio Free Europe: heard newscasts to learn about the West

· TV and radio in East Berlin was government controlled

· Billboards were built high on West side to be visible to the East

Life
· Low wages

· Bombed houses still un-repaired

· Government had no money left to pay for the Cold War

Source 3 http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki.Berlin_Wall
· On the day the wall came down, crowd control for the surprised and overwhelmed guards was impossible

· Guards could be seen making hectic calls with their supervisors

· Guards couldn’t control the crowd—their only options was to kill them all or flee

· Guards were vastly outnumbered by the crowd that had gathered by the Wall

Source 4 www.andreas.com/berlin.html  This is a personal account.

· Big news on Nov. 9-10 1989

· Nov. 11: East Germany was collapsing; Berlin was the center of E. Germany

· 3 highways allowed access to E. Germany

· Trabants=small E. German  cars—Donald Duck cars designed in the 50s—they never changed, had tail fins, engines buzzed like lawn mowers and pumps

· When Wall fell, they were driven through borders without passports; border guards let them pass

· There were traffic jams, people cheering, celebrating all hours, the guard towers were empty, barb wire was shoved aside in piles

· Mobs formed, began to tear down Wall

· Camera and newsmen everywhere

· West German police tried to prevent chaos; used shields

· Soldiers, police confused by events, tired to maintain order on both sides
· Potsdammer Platz = center of Berlin

· Large drill punching holes in wall on East side; people cheered when drill poked through 

· 21 years of separation ended

· Fireworks, flares, rescue rockets ignited

· Hammers used to chip away

· People reached through holes to shakes hands on other side; some saved pieces for souvenir

· 1,000s of liquor bottles littered streets

· East Germans entered West Germany by 1,000s

· East German money worthless

· W. Germany gave all East Germans 100 marks==several months’ wages

· Banks and post offices open @ 9:00—could pick up cash with a stamp and their identification papers, 1,000s in line

· Rent equivalent to $2 a month; bus ticket less than 1 cent

· Crowd a\had swollen; fireworks, kites, flags, dogs, children

· Cranes lifted slabs aside

· East and West German police traded caps

· Joy in the faces of the people

· Mayors met and shook hands

· Everyone in authority was helpless—Berlin was out of control

· After a week, most of them returned home

